
First Baptist Church Rutherford 
301 West Main St. (PO Box 277) 

Rutherford, TN 38369 

FBC Rutherford Family,


	 I am excited to let you know that we are beginning the process of regathering our 
church family in the church building very soon! Our plan is to take careful steps in the direction 
of our full operations while constantly evaluating areas that we can improve in providing not 
only spiritual nourishment, but physical safety and well being. With this in mind, we intend to 
take a three phase approach in pursuit of gathering with both speed and wisdom. Below you 
will see the details of our plan, and the role you will be playing in keeping everyone safe and 
caring for your neighbor. Please read the instructions below carefully and commit to following 
these guidelines so that everyone feels comfortable and taken care of, especially the 
vulnerable.


Phase I - Begun on June 7th

In-person Sunday morning worship at 11am only

Maintain social distance of at least 6ft

Masks strongly encouraged

Arrive early to limit crowding before service

Do not gather in groups, but go straight to your seat

Everyone will be seated by a deacon to maintain distancing

We will be operating at %50 capacity

Entrances will be clearly marked and propped open

We will dismiss by rows at the end of the service

No nursery or children’s activities will be provided

Bathrooms will be off limits except in emergencies

Hand sanitizer will be available at doors

Stay home if you or someone you have been in close contact with has signs of sickness

If you feel particularly at risk you are encouraged to stay home

We will continue live-streaming on Facebook live for those who stay home




Phase II - Begun on June 21st

Continue socially distanced worship at 11am

Resume in-person socially distanced Sunday School for 3rd grade and above at 10am

Modified youth gatherings resume

No nursery or children’s activities provided

We will continue live-streaming on Facebook live for those who stay home


Phase III - Tentative Date of July 5th (Updated: August 2nd)

Resume normal operations

We will continue live-streaming on Facebook live for those who stay home


	 All of the above phases are subject to change as the situation warrants. As we work 
through this process together, let us be reminded that this temporary season has served to put 
into focus the value of the church, and so let us do everything in our power to, as Paul says, 
“keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). In our unity the gospel is 
commended to the world, and we win the favor of our neighbors. Our hope is that we can soon 
put these restrictions behind us, but in the meantime we want to do whatever we can to love 
our neighbor and be the church. Will you join us in pursuing that mission together?

	 As we approach these coming days, I have confidence that God is at work to bring 
about the best days yet for us as a church and as the people God is calling to salvation 
through His Son. In all things, let us have a heavenly mindset, that the kingdom of God would 
come and that the will of God would be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

	 I can’t wait to see you!


Your Pastor,


Zach


